Medicare and Medicaid programs; revisions to conditions of participation for hospitals--HCFA. Final rule.
This final rule establishes as a condition of participation (which facilities must meet in order to participate in the Medicare and Medicaid programs) the requirement that hospitals have a discharge planning process for patients who require such services and specifies the elements of that process. It also changes the required qualifications of a hospital's medical director. These provisions implement sections 9305(c) of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1986 (OBRA '86) and 6025 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989. Also, we are not adopting several minor proposed revisions to the conditions for coverage of suppliers of end-stage renal disease (ESRD) services. We are now developing comprehensive revisions to the ESRD regulations and believe that it would be appropriate to reconsider the proposed changes as part of that rulemaking process.